Summary of Spain Parent Meeting – Feb. 18

- All information about the Spain trip is on the Point Grey music website:  pointgreymusic.com

- Mr. Taylor has set up a Spain 2016 text message group where he will send out useful info to the students during the trip.  Instructions on how to get onto the text message group is available on the website if parents are interested but the info is only useful to the students.

- Mr. Taylor and Wendy Perkins, the travel agent who helped arrange this trip were both available at this parent meeting to answer questions.

- Students will be immersed in music conservatory life in Madrid and Barcelona, both informally and formally.  They will be able to see similarities and differences between the music of both places. 

- Choir will be singing in the best monastery in all of Spain.  They will get a lesson on speaking Catalan to help with singing a song in Catalan.

Info about departure from YVR, including baggage and carry-on
Students/parents got their itineraries at the meeting tonight. Itineraries include maps.

- 80 students are going on the trip and they are divided into 2 groups:  one group will be on Air Canada and the other group will be on KLM (no changes are permitted).  This info is on the student’s itinerary but a list has also been posted inside the band room door.  Details about the flights for each group are on the itinerary.  The airlines did not allow all 80 students to be on the same flight.  

- The students have to do a group check-in. There will be no online check-in!  They will receive their e-tickets at the airport.  Time and meeting location at YVR will be sent out to the students closer to the day of departure but they will definitely need to be at YVR 3 hours before the departure time.  There are no guarantees that Aeroplan points or Delta miles can be applied to this trip but the students can try at check-in.

- 8 chaperones will be accompanying  the 80 students (Mr. Taylor, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Procyk, Mr. Brion, Ms. Douglas, Ms. Benson, Ms. Yip and Wendy Perkins). Each student has been assigned to one of the 8 chaperones

- Baggage:  Each student is allowed 1 checked baggage and 1 carry-on.  Details about baggage and carry-on allowance are on the website.  

- For those students who will be carrying their instruments on board, Mr. Taylor has suggested that they look for a friend who can carry in their backpack the things that these students need on the plane  in order to avoid two carry-on items.  It should be ok, however, to bring a purse and your instrument.

- Instruments: The group will be taking most of the instruments to Spain.  Only a few instruments will be borrowed from the conservatory students in Spain.  Instruments do not count as checked baggage: The group is paying extra for this and is based on weight.  The students have been given instructions about how to minimize the number of instruments that really need to go to Spain.

- Travel insurance – a comprehensive insurance plan is included for the entire group so there is no need to get separate insurance.  It is easier to have a group insurance than for Mr. Taylor to manage different insurance plans for different students. 

-Registration with federal government:  The VSB has requested that teachers taking students on overseas trips register the students’ contact info and passport numbers with the federal government.  Mr. Taylor does not feel it’s right for him to pass this info onto the federal govt. as he has not received permission from parents to do this.  Instead, he is requesting that all parents who want to register their student’s contact info and passport numbers do so themselves.  The link to do this is on the PG music website.
What to bring
Cellphones:  Mr. Taylor will have a cell phone in Spain.  The students will be given this number to call in case they need to contact him.   If you need to contact him, he can be reached at the hotel where the students are staying, or through the office at PG. 

- SIM cards are available for purchase for unlocked phones at 10 Euros

- check with your cell phone provider to see what type of travel package they offer for Europe

- hotels will have WiFi but maybe only in the lobby and not in the rooms
Dress code:  Students can dress casually for the most part.  They will need a Point Grey Music t-shirt or hoodie for informal performances.  If your student does not have one of the two yet, these may be purchased online through the PG music website.  T-shirts are $15.  

- Depending on which music groups your student is in, there will be at least 2 formal performances up to a max of 4 so they need to pack their concert blacks and appropriate shoes.

- Wendy will check to see if laundry facilities are available in the hotels where the students will be staying.  Laundry service is available but probably not facilities for students to do their own laundry.  Info about laundry facilities will be on the website after Wendy speaks with the hotel.
EDIT: This has been answered – see website.
Money, credit cards, debit cards:  After much prodding from parents, Wendy Perkins and Mr. Taylor suggests that each student brings at least $300 Euros to pay for meals that have not been included in the cost of the trip.

- it’s recommended that students bring half cash and use a credit card or debit card for the other half.

- ATMs are not easy to find except inside banks but the banks close at 3 pm

-  Visa and Mastercard are widely accepted, less so for American Express.  Credit cards are accepted in most banks, shops and restaurants.  Gratuity is not expected in restaurants and hotels in Spain.

- some parents suggested getting the Visa TravelMoney Card.  “It is a Prepaid card specifically designed to conveniently meet the needs of travelers. Visa TravelMoney cards are replaceable and can be used worldwide at merchants that accept Visa or to obtain local currency at any ATM that displays a Visa symbol.”  This card can also be canceled if stolen.  
- consider getting an authorized credit card if your student is under 19

- Prepaid Visa cards were also suggested but these may not be accepted outside of Canada

- Wendy suggests going to the Vancouver Buillon and Currency Exchange (VBCE) on Granville St., just south of Broadway, to get Euros.  She has spoken to someone there who will give PG students a preferred exchange rate.
EDIT: There is a link posted on the website for the BMO Travel MasterCard as an example.
Safety
- all passports will be collected from the students on arrival at the hotels for safekeeping in the hotel safe

- all students are assigned to a chaperone and are expected to check in with the chaperone before and after free time or meals on their own.  Students cannot go out alone and need to be in groups of at least 2.

Final payment of $650 is due next Wednesday, Feb. 24.  Info posted on website.

For more information about the trip, contact Mr. Taylor, preferably via email.
